[Management of vaginal carcinoma in patients over 70 years old: advantage of a radiotherapy-brachytherapy association].
Report and discuss the management of the primitive vaginal cancer in elderly adults at a single institute. Data from patients more than 70 year-old treated for a primitive vaginal cancer at the Institut de Cancérologie de la Loire Lucien-Neuwirth was retrospectively collected. From August 1999 to January 2009, 9/24 patients treated for a primitive vaginal cancer had more than 70 year-old. The median age was 81 years (7-94 years). Most patients had a performance status less or equal to 1 (n=6), a squamous cell carcinoma (n=7) and a FIGO stage less or equal to II (n=6). All patients were treated with 3D external beam radiation, 3 received concurrent chemotherapy, 3 had a supplementary brachytherapy, and 6 had a colpohysterectomy. Among 7 evaluable patients, there were 4 complete responses, 2 partial responses and one progression. Main acute toxicities were gastrointestinal (n=5), urinary (n=3), general (n=3) and cutaneous (n=2). Three patients experienced late toxicities. Four patients had a local recurrence after a mean delay of 10.8 months. At last news, 4 patients were still alive and 4/5 deaths were related to the cancer. All (n=3) patients who received the combination of radiotherapy - brachytherapy were alive and disease-free. Median overall survival was 18 months. Primitive vaginal cancers are rare and aggressive tumours. Our results suggested the feasibility of the combination of radiotherapy and brachytherapy for elderly patients. Prospective trials remain needed to better define and validate the optimal strategy, especially in elderly adults.